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10/12/2023
Meeting Agenda
Welcome and Housekeeping
The Housing & Homeless Coalition welcomes ideas, opinions, and knowledge from a broad
spectrum of partners; thus meetings are open to the public and new members are always
welcomed. Meetmgs take place the 2rd Thursday of every month at 1:30 pm. Email
m for the meeting information and to provide input and feedback.

Archived Coalition Meeting Minutes are available at hitps:/; fo,

1. OPEN DISCUSSION

Dina Ciabattoni (CoC Coordinator) reminded the group of upcoming events. She noted that
the Homeless Memorial will take place in December on the longest day of the year. She stated
that she will clarify the date soon. She asked for volunteers to help plan the event. She
explained that thus far this year, she has not received any name of people who have died while
homeless. She stated that she hopes that is accurate but asked if anyone is aware of any people
who died while homeless to please pass their names along to her so she can ensure they are
remembered at the Memorial. Dina reminded the group that if we do not have any local people
to honor that we will still hold the Memorial and remember homeless people across the nation
who have died while homeless.

She also reminded the group that planning for the 2024 Point In Time will be starting soon. She
invited interested entities to help plan the survey and she noted that there are a variety of tasks
that need tended to. Some tasks include conducting outreach, designing signs, hanging signs,
helping to prepare the outreach bags etc. If you are interested in participating in the PIT survey,
contact Dina at

Dina also shared some recently released outcomes from the SOAR program. She stated we just
discussed the SOAR program last month that she wanted to share these new outcomes: 65% of
SOAR applications were approved on the first submission. Of those not approved in the first
submission, 10% are approved on the second submission. She noted that you can read more
about the recent outcome report at: -

Nancy Grieco could not be at this meeting and asked for Dina to share these updates. 2 events
occurred since the last meeting. The first one involved 2 adults and 3 children. They are now
housed and in need of furniture. Renee Sannan and Paul Lebanik offered help. Renee can be
reached at 724.846.1089. And Paul shared the information for the Furniture Ministry in
Aliquippa. That number is 724.312.3533. It was noted that people do need to have the means to
transport the furniture.

The mission of the Housing and Homeless Coalition of Beaver County is to provide support, direction, and
collaboration in effectively addressing the issues of homelessness and affordable, sustainable housing in
Beaver County by identifying and utilizing all available resources.
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Finally Dina also reported that she has Covid tests with her today if anyone is in need of them.
She stated that we get the tests from BCBH and they still have a robust supply so she encourage
folks to reach out to Dina if you need them.

Shante Thompson (CRS) reported that she has openings on her case load. She clarified that
eligible people with be homeless and have a mental health diagnosis. If you know of someone
who can benefit from this level of case management refer them directly to Shante at
724.987.3839 or via email at: p

Clint Nahod (Soldier On) reported that Soldier On has an open case manager position. For
more information, email: info@wesoldieron.org

Heather Slaughter (Self Determination Housing of PA) reminded the group that SHDP is still
hiring for a program manager for the Landlord Risk Mitigation Fund program. She noted that this
program serves landlords throughout the state. For more information, visit: LRMF@inglis.org.

Emily Shuster (CareerLink) shared information about the upcoming Job Fair on 10/26/23 from
10 am to 2 pm at the Beaver Valley Mall. She stated that there will be 75 employers present. She
also noted the workshop calendar is in the meeting packet.

Marlene Landrum (Community Development Program) shared some Emergency Rental Assistance
Program data. She noted that $14 million have been expended with:

- 16% of the funds going to households with incomes at 80% - 51% Area Median Income

- 25% going to households with 50%-31% AMI incomes

- 59% going to households with 30% and under AMI incomes
She stated that she didn’t get data on how many households served received assistance more than
once.

Harry Angelo (Housing Authority — ERAP) stated that of the people presenting for assistance in
the last month or so the vast majority of them were first time assistance seekers. He also shared
that HA and LIHEAP applications are available at their office located at 1215 7 Avenue Beaver
Falls.

Alexa Mapstone (Columbia Gas Customer Assistance Program) reminded the group that if
they are working with anyone struggling with their gas bill to email her directly at:

2. AGENDA

October is DV Awareness month Kaitlyn Veiock
See attached PowerPoint. Kaitlyn also shared some additional information. She noted that DV
can occur similarly to how a frog is cooked (hence the slide with the frogs on it). DV pressure
can build up slowly in a way that the victim does not realize it is occurring until it becomes

The mission of the Housing and Homeless Coalition of Beaver County is to provide support, direction, and
collaboration in effectively addressing the issues of homelessness and affordable, sustainable housing in
Beaver County by identifying and utilizing all available resources.
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dangerous. She also enlightened us about track phones always being able to call 911 even if it is
out of minutes. Kaitlyn stressed if you are unsure about what you are seeing in a client, you can
call the Hotline at 724.775.0130. She also shared her direct number which is 724.775.2032.

Writing proposals tips Dina Ciabattoni
Dina stated that the Community Development Program puts out several Requests for Proposals
every year to address homelessness. She stated that CDP encourages eligible and interested
entities to apply because broad partnerships and strong proposals enhance our ability to end
homelessness in Beaver County. She reviewed a few tips for submitting strong proposals. See
attached for more details on these tips. Dina asked if this is a topic that folks would be interested
in learning more about and several members indicated interest. Dina stated that we will think
through how to do that.

Future topics? Dina Ciabattoni
Dina asked the group if they had any suggestions for future topics or speakers for this meeting.
Rayetta Lee (DeeWalk Promise Hands) expressed frustration with the gaps in services that make
navigating the system difficult. She stated that gaps are discussed at this meeting but nothing is
done about them. Dina acknowledged that there are gaps present and she highlighted progress
made on filling previous gaps. Rayetta shared that she is trying to start a women’s shelter in
Aliquippa and has encountered some challenges. Dina stated that she can appreciate the
challenge of starting a new shelter from the recent experience of starting the men’s shelter.
Renee Sannan (Salvation Army) stated that it would be helpful to find a way for entities
intending to apply for funding to meet and discuss what they intend to apply for in order to avoid
duplicate proposals. Dina stated that CDP couldn’t coordinate that discussion as it would be a
conflict. Renee recognized it would need to be a more organic meeting. Dina acknowledged that
this could be beneficial. She noted some awkwardness may need to be overcome as she has
heard from partners their feelings of competition around funding. Renee agreed. Monique
Anderson (Salvation Army) stated that it is difficult to know what all of the partners do and she
referenced how helpful the old United Way directory used to be. She stated that she thought it
would also be a real benefit to new case managers. Monique noted that this knowledge could
help with linking to other resources in situations when an agency can’t help, and it could help
eliminate the need to have a “connection” with a program to get good service. Annie Dayich
(Rochester VA) suggested that we get to know what each of the partner agencies do in more
detail. Others agreed. The group decided to devote the next meeting to this work. Dina
encouraged folks to be prepared to give a brief overview of what they do and what they don’t do.
Kaitlyn Veiock (Women’s Center) shared a time of not understanding why an agency wasn’t
doing something that she thought they offered so she called them directly to ask. She reported
the phone call provided clarification and helped her to gain a more full understanding of the
reasons why. She suggested to the partners to do the same if a situation of frustration or
misunderstanding with another partner comes up before the next meeting.

Dina thanked everyone for their input. She stated that she hopes this meeting fosters a sense that
you can speak openly and that we can do that respectfully because everyone present is dedicated
to ending homelessness.

The mission of the Housing and Homeless Coalition of Beaver County is to provide support, direction, and
collaboration in effectively addressing the issues of homelessness and affordable, sustainable housing in
Beaver County by identifying and utilizing all available resources.
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Bed Availability Dina Ciabattoni
See attached. Rapid rehousing numbers did jump a bit. Also Dina noted there are a few new
vacancies at the Housing Authority.

Francie noted that this chart was a bit confusing when she first started in her role. She suggested
that it may be causing some confusion for other partners as well. Dina thanked her for the input.

Debbie Piltz (New Hope Haven) announced that they have had a delay on opening their new
program. This program is a pro-life residential facility that provides shelter, spiritual
community, and life planning for women who are pregnant and in need of safe, secure housing.
She expects the program to open at the end of October or the beginning of November. She
reminded the group that they will have capacity to assist up to 4 women at a time.

Seairra Barrett (Community Development Program) announced that she is also the women’s
basketball coach at CCBC. She stated she is struggling to find housing for her out of state
athletes. She clarified that if housing is not secured then the athletes cannot come to CCBC.
Dina stated that this is a good place to share this information and stated that someone may have a
suggestion. Francie suggested considering using host families. Dina stated that she will keep
her ears open for other suggestions.

SAVE THE DATES & OPPORTUNITIES

10/28/23 Beaver County Early Intervention Truck or Treat from 11:30 — 12:30 pm in the BC Human Services
Building Parking lot (1070 8th Ave. Beaver Falis). Tabling opportunities are still available.

11/3/23 Drug Abuse Coalition Town Hall Meeting 8:30 — 3:00 pm at The CCBC Dome. See attached QR code to
register. Tabling opportunities are still available as well!

11/13/23 Youth Mental Health First Aid 9 am — 5 pm at the BVIU 147 Poplar Avenue Monaca, PA To register,
email: J @

11/20/23 Aduit Mental Health First Aid 9 am — 5 pm at the BVIU 147 Poplar Avenue Monaca, PA To register,
email: Jennifer@etc-p

For assistance with SNAP benefits, contact Patricia Ferricks from the Pittsburgh Community Food Bank at:
pferricks@pittsburghfoodbank.org, cell: 724.549.8463, or visit at TCBC (600 6™ Street Beaver Falls, PA)
Updated Free Meal Schedule and Food Pantries can be found at: www.bchmis.info

TRAININGS AVAILABLE!! VISIT http://www.bc-systemofcare.org/training/

The mission of the Housing and Homeless Coalition of Beaver County is to provide support, direction, and
collaboration in effectively addressing the issues of homelessness and affordable, sustainable housing in
Beaver County by identifying and utilizing all available resources.
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Responding to Requests for Proposals

The Community Development Program puts out several Requests for Proposals every
year — several of which directly apply to homelessness. We encourage all eligible and
interested entities to apply because broad partnerships and strong proposals enhance
our ability to end homelessness in Beaver County. Here are some tips for submitting
strong proposals.

- Ensure you are an eligible applicant as defined in the RFP.

- Have a clearly defined project idea and ensure it meets the eligibility criteria for the
specific RFP for which you intend to apply.

- Have a third party read your proposal to ensure understanding. Sometimes our ideas
are very clear to us but not very clear to others without more detail. Test it out with
people who are not familiar with your idea.

- Ensure your intended use of the funds is an eligible cost.

- Figure out ways to demonstrate your capacity to administer a grant i.e. previous
experience, education/training to do so, volunteer experience, experienced team
members with specific skill sets (fiscal, regulatory, reporting, service delivery), etc.

- BE SURE TO FULLY ANSWER EVERYTHING THE RFP ASKS FOR. A lot of detail is not
always better if you aren’t specifically answering what is asked.

- Review the resources referenced in the RFP to ensure you are fully aware of all
requirements.

- Use language that is used in the RFP to help highlight your answer to that specific
guestion.

- Format your proposal in a way to make it easy to find the answers to the specific
guestions, i.e., use headings to highlight what you are answering etc.

- Ask questions. CDP and the CoC Coordinator cannot assist with preparing your
proposals but they are available to explain the details of the RFP and they can
provide clarification on eligibility and local needs.

- Allow extra time to prepare your proposal so you can ensure it is submitted prior to
the deadline.

- Be sure to follow the submission instructions. Proposals submitted improperly are
ineligible.

Funding is a significant way to enhance our efforts to end homelessness. Spending time
thinking through your proposal, researching the requirements and eligibility, and
preparing it in accordance with the RFP will increase your chances of being selected.
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Leading area employers
* Healthcare
* Manufacturing

Scan for more e Education

information * Baeray
* Transportation

* Trades - and more

-~ %
A proud partner of the AmericanJobCenternetwork

PA CareerLink® Beaver County is an equal opportunity
employet/program. Auxiliary aids and services are available upon
request ta individuals with disabilities. Workforce Innovation and
Opportunity Act (WIOA) programs are funded with federal dollars.
For detailed information see Stevens-Amendment-1.pdf
{southwestcornerwdb.com)
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A Guide for the Commurnity

WOMEN'S
CENTER

On average, neariy 20 ¥
people per minute are \\
physically abused by w2,
an intimate partner in Y 2"
the United States. ? 3
During one year, this s 4

equates to more than
10 miltion people.

¢ It is estimated that one third of women
(43.6 mitlion) have experienced Domestic
Violence at some point in their lifetime.

How common is it? *

21 % have 18% of women

women have have 21%
experienced experienced

physical violence sexual viclence

0% of women 36% of women

have experienced have experienced 10%
statking psychological

aggrassion

b

18%

36%

It's not just women

1in 9 men experience severe intimate partner
physical vicience, intimate partner sexual

teetred

violence, and/or intimate partner stalking in

25 % of men have 4% of men have

experienced some been injured by an

form of violence by intimate partner.

an intimate partner 25% 4%
in their lifehime.

14% of men have ceen 6% of men have

victims of severe been statked by

physicai violence hy an intimate

an intimate pariner in partner during 14% 6%
their lifetime. their lifetime
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How does it happen?

But every

relationship

has ups &

downs... ;
\What makes this different? ﬁi{-

.

Types of Abuse

« Threatening Behaviors

- Emotional/Verbal Abuse
« Financial Abuse

« Using the Children

= Destroying Property

« Harming Pets

= Psychological Abuse

« Physical Abuse

« Sexual Abuse

« Isolation

« Societal denial

« Barricades to leaving
« Danger in leaving

« Economic difficulties

Why does the victim stay?

« | eaving is a process
« Belief in treatment

« Hope for change

« Love
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Signs of Abuse

s Excessive jealousy
« Insults and embarassment
« Intimidation

« Submissive

« Injuries

« Hiding injuries

« Anxious to please partner
« Afraid of partner

« Isolation/restriction

» Limited access

Safety Planning with Adults

Plan for a safe place to
go in an emergency.
keep a close supnort

system, and have 3
special signal with your
children,

Dacument

Hide extra money, a
spare st of car/house
keys, medications.
children's toys. formula.
snacks and enough
clothing for a few days

Pt satety Nt
Truat your inatingte
Lsave immodeater,

IF you feel you are it
langnf

Safety Planning with Adulits

Get medicat treatment:
Not only to ensure
physical health, but

doctors and nurses can
document and take
pictures of injuries

Practics your satity
pian shead of time

Which tocr

WINSHYWE, 8l provide
BN SMENGONCY LICADE

Prep documents such as
your birth certificate,
social security card, food
stamps, license, insurance
cards, court papers,
copies of the deed/lease.

i possible,
n the

distractod

10

11

12
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24 Hour
Helpline

Website : www.womenscenterbc.org

Email - annex.s womenscenterbe.org

n Women's Center of Beaver County

@ .wecbe

i ®

13

Kaitlyn Veiock

Medical Advocacy Commismty . o o -
Education Specialist

724-775-2032

b veiotk awomenscenterbe.org e -

=~
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