Housing and Homeless Coalition of Beaver County

10/09/2025

Meeting Agenda
Welcome and Housekeeping
The Housing & Homeless Coalition welcomes ideas, opinions, and knowledge from a broad
spectrum of partners; thus meetings are open to the public and new members are always
welcomed. Meetings take place the 2 Thursday of every month at 1:30 pm. Email
ciabattonidina@gmail.com for the meeting information and to provide input and feedback.
Meetings are not permitted to be recorded. '

Archived Coalition Meeting Minutes are available at https://www.bchmis.info/

1. Open Discussion

Denise DiVittis (DRS) Reported that the re-entry summit assisted 54 attendees and 23
certificates for expungement were issued. She reminded the group that the next re-
entry summit is scheduled for November 25th,

Annie Dayich (Veteran’s Association) Shared the upcoming Mental Gains free yoga
event will take place October 17t from 6 pm to 8 pm at the Sangha Center in Beaver
Falls. She also shared, November 8t is Veteran’s appreciation day at the Aliquippa
Library from 11 am to 1 pm and a Breakfast with Santa event on December 19t from 9
am to 1 pm at Trails in Beaver Falls. She stated the event will include breakfast, and
free gifts for attendees registered. Annie shared that donations of toys are needed for
the upcoming event and if anyone is interested in donating or need additional
information, they could contact her. All flyers are attached.

Renee Sannan (Salvation Army) Provided an update on the SOAR program. Renee
shared that PA’s Dept. of Human Services has set up and activated an online SOAR
training center for anyone interested in becoming a SOAR representative. Once a
person has completed the training they can start submitting SSDI applications to Lauren
for approval. This process replaces the one that previously existed at the SAMSHA
technical assistance center.

She also shared that social security will be integrating new staff at the branch offices to
focus on automation and answering phones to increase efficiency in accesses services.
They are working to eliminate silos and decrease wait times to serve people within 8
minutes. While some offices, including the Pittsburgh office will be closing, the
Ambridge office remains open. Social security is working with DOC to pay for medical
records and allow for easier options to verify individuals. Verification options will be at
local post offices, or by utilizing IDme online. In compliance with a new Executive
Order, SSA will no longer issue paper checks. All funds will be issued through direct
deposit or onto a debit card. Changes to direct deposit can only be made in office.

Dina Ciabattoni (CoC) Shared the Red Cross update for Nancy Greico. Dina reported 2
fires with 2 families, affecting 6 adults and 3 children.

The mission of the Housing and Homeless Coalition of Beaver County is to provide support, direction, and
collaboration in effectively addressing the issues of homelessness and affordable, sustainable housing in
Beaver County by identifying and utilizing all available resources.



? Housing and Homeless Coalition of Beaver County

She shared the Cornerstone of Beaver County will be hosting a Party with a Purpose
event on October 11t Doors open at 5 pm and the event begins at 6 pm. See below for
the link to purchase tickets.

Dina also shared that the shelter is hiring for a full-time overnight position. The
overnight shift is from 11 pm to 7 am. Contact TCBC at 724.846.6400 if interested.

World Homeless Day is October 10t and will take place at the Beaver County
Courthouse starting at 12 pm. All are welcome!

Monique Anderson (SHAY FOUNDATION) Shared details about her upcoming SHAY
Foundation event (see attached flyers). She stated they are accepting donations from
September 215t through November 9t for their Harvest Bags of Love. This event will
provide families with the ingredients to prepare Thanksgiving meals in their homes.
She shared that they hosted a book bag giveaway for back to school and served 470
students.

Monique Anderson (Salvation Army) Monique also reminded the group of the
Recovery and Wellness program for those in need of support for their long term
recovery and who are residing in a CoC funded residential program. She stated anyone
interested in making a referral can call 724.728.3350.

2. Agenda

DV Awareness Month & WC Updates The Women’s Center
Raquel announced their Open House at the newly renovated shelter on Nov. 13% from
noon-2 pm and 5 pm-7pm. Refreshments will be offered. As the guests are returning to the
shelter and the holidays are coming, the WC is in need of gift cards, and towels, blankets.
They also need assistance with assembling the new beds for the shelter. They are looking
for volunteers any time between 10/20-10/31. If interested, call the WC at 724.775.0131.

Ann Colella-Murray shared domestic violence statistics from the American Bar Association.
The statistics stated that 38% of domestic violence victims become homeless at some point
and that 90% of homeless women have experienced physical or sexual abuse at some point
in their lifetime. Domestic violence has been reported as the leading cause of homelessness
of children. There has been a lack of resources for these individuals needing housing
assistance. In 2022 it was reported that in one day 1,642 domestic violence programs were
unable to meet the request of 7,000 people in need of shelter. Ann stated that abusers
often affect the stability of survivors, making them dependent. Survivors are often
unemployed, have poor credit scores and rental history.

PIT & Homeless Memorial Planning Dina Ciabattoni

Dina notified the group of the upcoming Point in Time planning efforts. Those interested in
planning are invited to join the meeting via zoom October 17t at 10 am (the link is below).
The mission of the Housing and Homeless Coalition of Beaver County is to provide support, direction, and

collaboration in effectively addressing the issues of homelessness and affordable, sustainable housing in
Beaver County by identifying and utilizing all available resources.
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Dina also shared that the Homeless Memorial event will take place mid-December to
recognize homeless individuals who have passed away. She noted that the Memorial
generally takes place in the meeting and we have also been fortunate to have the
Commissioners issue a public proclamation recognizing the event and those who passed
away. The planning effort for this event is just starting. She shared a sign-up sheet and
Shante’ noted those in the Zoom chat who expressed interest too. Dina will send out a date
for the first meeting soon.

Impact of Federal Government Shut Down Dina Ciabattoni

Dina shared the National Alliance to End Homelessness analysis of how programs will be
impacted in the shutdown (see attached). Medicaid/Medicare should not see any
disruptions, but new applications could be delayed. Social security should not see any
interruptions, but new cards and new applications will likely be delayed. HUD assistance
grant funds are currently accessible. She did state that without a CoC competition no new
funds can be released. Our CoC funded programs have funds through April 2026. SNAP
benefits for October will not be delayed , and WIC. The County Assistance Office (CAO)
reported that LIHEAP pre-season applications (for those who received LIHEAP last year)
are processed, but there are no funds currently available due to the shutdown. The regular
LIHEAP application process is scheduled to open November 3rd. The CAO reported that
TANF and Medicaid should be okay due to being funded through larger multi-year
appropriations. Although changes could be coming to Medicaid, currently there should be
no issues. The CAO reported being under normal operations.

Cyndi Gilkey from Neighborhood Legal Services reported no changes or interruptions in
their offices. Dina reminded the group of the free meal list available at www.bchmis.info
and that we are working to ensure all info is current. Alexa from Columbia Gas shared that
they very much support the LIHEAP program as they use the funds to assist with overdue
bills. She also mentioned the upcoming virtual town hall. Doug Turner from the PA Dept of
Military and Veterans Affairs shared that the following benefits and services are operating
without interruptions: medical centers/benefits, burials, appeals, call centers, suicide
prevention, and care givers support. Symboline from CRS shared that Operation
Homefront has gift cards available for veterans (https://operationhomefront.org).

Bed Availability Shante’ Thompson
See attached. Shante’ shared that 811 in Koppel has an opening, anyone interested should
complete the application and call Melissa Grimes if they have additional questions. She also
shared that per Lisa Conway from the Housing Authority there are a few efficiency
openings within the Housing Authority and advised if anyone is on the list for a one
bedroom and is interested in an efficiency, please contact Tenant Selection (724.775.1220,
ext 2010). Shante shared that most housing programs on the chart have no availability.
Dina noted only a slight increase on the Coordinated Entry lists.

The mission of the Housing and Homeless Coalition of Beaver County is to pravide support, direction, and
collaboration in effectively addressing the issues of homelessness and affordable, sustainable housing in
Beaver County by identifying and utilizing all available resources.
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The next meeting is scheduled for 11/13/25 at 1:30 pm

SAVE THE DATES & OPPORTUNITIES

10/10/25 World Homeless Day from 12 pm — 1 pm at the Beaver County Courthouse
10/11/25 TCBC’s Fundraiser — Bingo with Elvis from 6 pm — 9 pm at the Monaca Turners. Get tickets here.

10/17/25 Annual Point In Time Planning Meeting at 10 am on Zoom.
https://us02web.zoom.us/|/84346511722pwd=0ttMJIX4hftO4{1Ca5tybvUpjiZM2jLp.1

10/23/25 Fall Job Fair from 10 am — 2 pm at the Beaver Valley Mall outside of PA CareerLink Office
11/8/25 Veteran Appreciation Day from 11 am — 1 pm at BF Jones Memorial Library located at 663 Franklin Ave.
Free Covid Tests for Non-Profits: https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=QSi0QSgB1U2bbEf8Wpo

b3kabJW7jo-JAmyz3QeKVYRAUQUFZS1RBTihLQkpBNUdMRONXWIUQTIINy4u&wdLOR=cAF58286A-BD4E-4039-
8647-ED886363B6D2

For assistance with SNAP benefits, contact Patricia Ferricks at: pferricks@pittsburghfoodbank.org, cell:
724.549.8463, or visit at TCBC (600 6" Street Beaver Falls, PA)
Updated Free Meal Schedule and Food Pantries can be found at: www.bchmis.info

Information on NA meetings throughout the county (both in person and online), visit: beavervalleyna.org

The mission of the Housing and Homeless Coalition of Beaver County is to provide support, direction, and
collaboration in effectively addressing the issues of homelessness and affordable, sustainable housing in
Beaver County by identifying and utilizing all available resources.




GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN UPDATES on SOCIAL SERVICES

National Alliance to End Homelessnhess
https://endhomelessness.org/blog/potential-government-shutdown-what-you-need-to-know/

What Does a Government Shutdown Mean?

A government shutdown disrupts the provision of government services: the majority of
federal employees will be furloughed if Congress and the President are not able to agree on
a budget (or a short-term continuing resolution) by a certain time. For this budget, the
deadline was midnight on September 30; the government has been shut down since then
until Congress can reach an agreement.

Depending on how long the shutdown occurs, a wide range of programs that assist people
experiencing homelessness could be disrupted or delayed.

Potential Impacts on Federal Programs

The most recent contingency plan from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) for a lapse in appropriations (September 2025) provides information
on what programs may be impacted by a shutdown.

Programs That Will Not Be Disrupted

o People will continue to receive Medicaid and Medicare benefits and subsidized
coverage through the health care marketplace during a government shutdown. No
disruption is expected.

o People will continue to receive Social Security and Supplemental Security Income
payments without interruption during a shutdown. However, some services such as
replacing Medicare or Social Security Cards may be suspended. Disability
determinations and the processing of work visas will likely be delayed.

s People will continue to receive assistance through programs funded under HUD’s
Homeless Assistance Grants (HAG) during a shutdown. In general, recipients of
HUD’s HAG funding will be able to continue operations like normal; however, anything
that requires HUD staff approval or action will likely need to wait until shut-down is
over. HUD’s contingency plan for this shutdown does allow activities associated with
making renewal award announcements and executing grant agreements for eligible
grantees. It does not seem to make an exception for initiating a new competitive
process. Therefore, it is unlikely that HUD will be able to issue a FY2025 Notice of
Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for CoC Program funds until the shutdown is resolved.

Programs That May Be Disrupted
o Households will continue to receive HUD assistance during a short shutdown, but
a longer shutdown may impact access to rental assistance, depending on when a



shutdown occurs and its length. If a shutdown ends before the end of the year,
funding for HUD rental assistance should continue as hormal: Housing Choice
Vouchers, public housing, and Project-Based Rental Assistance are all funded on a
calendar year cycle. However, a prolonged period could lead to delays in renewing
contracts and financial uncertainty of a shutdown may lead public housing agencies to
stop reissuing housing vouchers.

o People could lose access to food assistance if a government shutdown lasts too
long. In the short-term, people who receive help from the major federally-funded, state-
or locally-administered nutrition programs are not likely to be at risk of losing access to
benefits. SNAP should continue uninterrupted throughout October. However, a
shutdown lasting more than two weeks could disrupt access to WIC depending on the
state. It could also could cause challenges for people needing to apply for assistance
for the first time and/or delays in renewing benefits.

» People’s access to Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), including
cash assistance, will depend on their state’s policy choices. During a government
shutdown, it is likely that quarterly federal payments to states that fund TANF would not
be made, but states can make policy choices that would allow them to continue
providing benefits and services without interruption.

Updates from the Beaver County Assistance Office

October SNAP will not be affected. No answer on whether November SNAP funds were
set aside. In the last government shutdown, funds were set aside for November SNAP.

LIHEAP preseason applications (those who received LIHEAP last year) are being

accepted and processed. Butthese LIHEAP payments are on hold until the state
receives the federal funding. The regular LIHEAP application process opens on
11/3/2025 so there is still time for the government to reopen by then.

Medicaid and TANF should be business as usual since they are funded in larger multi-
year appropriations. Changes could be coming to Medicaid but no one should be
impacted by potential changes yet.

Otherwise, the Beaver County Assistance Office is under normal operation.

Free Meals and Food Pantries in Beaver County

- The CoC is confirming the information on the Free Meal Schedule found at
www.bchmis.info. It will be updated as needed.
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OCTOBER WEBINARS

Navigating Housing for Formerly Incarcerated Individuals
Explore best practices and solutions for housing people with a criminal

background
October 2| 12:00 PM- 1.00 PM | Register Here

Introduction to Housing Concepts

Learn about your clients' rights through topics such as fair housing protections,
warrant of habitability, covenant of quiet enjoyment and security deposit limits.
October 7| 11:.00 AM- 12:00 PM | Register Here

811 Project Rental Assistance Overview

Thoroughly covers the 811 PRA eligibility, priority populations, application process,

and reporting requirements
October 15| 11:00 AM- 12:.00 PM | Register Here

Eviction Prevention and Process

Reviews the eviction process while giving helpful tips to prevent evictions for
your clients
October 23| 12:00 PM- 1:.00 PM | Register Here

Health and Housing

Learn housing and homelessness basics and the implication housing has on
overall health.

October 28| 1:00 PM-2:00 PM| Register Here

*

NEW* Accessible Guide to Home Ownership

This training is designed to familiarize you with the complete process of buying
a home. Work towards preparing a budget, breaking down the differences in
cost, and learning about a variety of home ownership programs.

October 29| 11:00 AM- 12:00 PM | Register Here

Inglis Self-Determination Housing of Pennsylvania (SDHP} is approved by the Pennsylvania State Board of Social

Workers, Marriage and Family Therapists, and Professional Counselors to offer continuing education for social workers,

marriage and family therapists, and professional counselors. Inglis SDHP maintains responsibility for the program(s).

All trainings are free. If you have any questions or need accommodations, reach out to us at SDHPInfo@inglis.org
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NOVEMBER WEBINARS

Housing Choice Vouchers Explained
An overview of the housing choice voucher process, eligibility, and impact
November 4] 11:00 AM- 12,00 PM | Register Here

T R ST T
= B v SE

Prepared Renter Education Program (PREP) 3-Part Series

" Y

o
<

An updated guide for assisting your client with housing, broken into 3
4 manageable sessions 5

i

November 6| 12:00 PM-1:.00 PM | Register Here
November 13| 12:00 PM-1.00 PM | Register Here
November 20| 12:00 PM-1:00 PM | Register Here

®{ Home Modifications
' Learn who qualifies for home modifications, how to request them, and how to best
navigate funding resources

November 11| 1:00 PM- 2:.00 PM | Register Here *"] ;

Tenants' Rights: Fair Housing and Beyond i
Covers tenant protections in PA- including habitability, safety, privacy, and more :
November 17| 1:00 PM- 2:00 PM | Register Here

R S

Assistance Animals Explained =
Learn the fair housing protections that enable people with disabilities to live with the
assistance they need

November 24| 12:00 PM- 1:00 PM | Register Here

Inglis Self-Determination Housing of Pennsylvania (SDHP) is approved by the Pennsylvania State Board of Social
Workers, Marriage and Family Therapists, and Professional Counselors to offer continuing education for social workers,
martiage and family therapists, and professional counselors. Inglis SDHP maintains responsibility for the program(s).

All trainings are free. If you have any questions or need accommodations, reach out to us at SDHPInfo@inglis.org




BF JONES MEMORIAL LIBRARY PRESENTS THE 3*? ANNUAL

VETERAN

STOP IN FOR FREE
FOOD, COFFEE,
MUSIC, KIDS
ACTIVITIES,
STORYTIME,
VETERAN
RESOURCES,
GIVEAWAYS,
CONNECTION, FA S
AND MORE! ‘

663 FRANKLIN AVE, ALIQUIPPA, PA 15001 | 11 00 - 1:00

HONORING ALL WHO SERVED




S.H.AY, FOUNDATION
Spreading Hope Amongst Youth

PO Box z05

Beaver Falls, PA 15010

724.506.8264
monique.shayfoundationzois@gmail.com

September 15, 2025
Dear Friends, Family and Supporters,

This fall, the SHAY Foundation will host the 10th Annual Harvest Bags of Love, in honor of the life
and legacy of LaTonya Frazier. LaTonya was deeply passionate about community, generosity, and
making sure families felt supported during the holiday season. Each year, through this program, we
carry forward her spirit of love by providing families in need with everything they need to enjoy a
warm Thanksgiving meal.

Each Harvest Bag of Love is filled with all the essentials for a holiday dinner (please see flyer

S e, [ oSBT BE LY e
attached for details).

This year marks a milestone—10 years of giving—and we are asking for your support to continue
spreading love and hope to families in Beaver County and beyond. Your donation, whether through
food items, gift cards, or monetary contributions, will make a direct impact in ensuring no family feels
forgotten this holiday season.

[L) Collection Dates: September 21 — November 9, 2025
0 Assembly Date: November 15, 2025, at 11:00 AM

We would be honored to have you partner with us in keeping LaTonya’s legacy alive.

If you would like to contribute or have questions, please contact us at (724)506-8264 or
monique.shayfoundation20 14 ymail.com or website at shay-foundation.org.

Thank you for considering this opportunity to give back. With your help, the Harvest Bags of Love will
continue to be a beacon of hope and encouragement for years to come.

With gratitude,
Monique Anderson

Founder

Ask, and it will be givento you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be openedto you.
*For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.

Matthew 7.7-8 NASB



IN H OR OF

La Torlya Fraozier

JOIN US FOR THE 16™ ANNUAL HARVEST

BAGS OF LOVE ASSEMBLY
Donations Acce‘mled Sep*ember 2l- November 9* 2025

For coordination of donation Pickup/ drop-oﬁ[ contact

DONATIONS NEEDED

FOR EACH BAG
" CAir g%NFSGiFESg';'\éANS Manialue Anderson: 124:-506-826U y
2 CANS OF YAMS Kolbe Cole:lrl2-L: 78-071L+9 \
2 STUFFING BOXES
1 LG BOX MASHED Shalisa Anderson-124:-109-3975
L ERANY PACAGES CASHAPP: $SHAYFOUNDATION

1 LARGE WHITE RICE
1 BOX CAKE MIX

SRTINTISNE  sembly Del: Novmber 15, 2005
MIX I:00AM
4 PACKAGES CORN
BREAD MIX 122 6#’ AVE, Beaver Falls, PA 15010

1 $45-$28.GIFT CARD
%

Central Global Methodist Church




Pennsylvania

® s Southwest Corner @ b T ® ®
CareerlLin WORKFORCEY", Job Training
Development Board" g‘ for Beaver County, Inc!
B@aver COunty Beaver County » Greene County = Washington County
A proud partner of rfn-Amerﬁ-r;}obCenterw;c work

AT THE BEAVER VALLEY MALL

OUTSIDE THE PA CAREERLINK OFFICE
10:00AM - 2:00PM

FIND US ON FACEBOOK @
PA CAREERLINK BEAVER

OVER 75+
EMPLOYERS

e Healthcare

o Manufacturing @ CONTACT US

e Education 724-728-4860

¢ Energy __

e Transportation @ VISIT OUR WEBSITE

e Trades WWW.PACAREERLINK.PA.GOV

e And more!

PA CareerlLink® Beaver County is an equal opportunity employer/program.
Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with
disabilities. Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) programs are
funded with federal dollars. For detailed information

https//southwestcornerwdb.com/uploads/2023/Stevens-Amendment-1.pds




YOUR INVITED!

Family S
Sharing Good Food & Great Company!
Family Dinner Night at the Beaver County YMCA
Join us for a warm, homecooked meal and meaningful connection with friends,
neighbors, and families.
Where: Beaver County YMCA — Main Lobby
When: 3rd Wednesday of Each Month
Time: 5:00 PM ~ 6:00 PM
All families are welcome!

. Come as you are—no cost, no pressure, just good food and great company.
* Please RSVP: foodservice@beavercountyymca.org

s We can't wait to share a meal with you! .
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aeavercounwvmm THE BEAVER COUNTY YMCA

The Food Locker will be replacing our monthly
Pantry Food Distribution. If you, or anyone you know needs
food assistance, please leave your name, phone number,
and email address. We will be in touch with you

on how you can sign up for a locker.

Name;

Cell Phone Number:

Email Address:

Number of Household Members:

Beaver County YMCA

The Food Locker will be replacing our monthly
Pantry Food Distribution. If you, or anyone you know needs
food assistance, please leave your name, phone number,
and email address. We will be in touch with you

on how you can sign up for a locker.

Name:

Cell Phone Number:

Email Address:

Number of Household Members:

Beaver County YMCA ¢ 2236 Third Avenue, New Brighton * 724-891-THE-Y * beavercountyymca.org



Friday
Oct 17
6PM - 8PM

Mental Gains
Donation Yoga Class

To empower individuals through fitness and mentol health
support, fostering o community where peoplie can connect,
grow, and heol together, strengthening both body and mind.

Yoga Class - Refreshments - Support Information

Open to new ond experienced studernts.
Veterans weicame.
Please reach out with any questions.

Please register ‘) G O O

before Oct 15

Sangha Center @ the BHIVE
1317 Seventh Ave - Beaver Falls
www.sanghacenteryoga.com



 BREAKFAST
WITH SANTA

DECEMBER 13TH, 2025
9:00 AM TO 11:30 AM

- SBC EDUCATIONAL BUILDING,
2319 10™" AVE, BEAVER FALLS
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Housing and Homeless Coalition Meeting

Zoom Sign-in

10/9/2025
Cynthia Brown ABC Associates
Cyndi Gilkey Neighborhood Legal Services
Amy Frederick BCCYS
Jon Henderson Galde Run
Kaitlyn Karczewski United Way
Chelsy Brogdon CRS
Erin Mizer Carelon
Katie Bittner The Children’s Institute
Jeannice Barrett SJO
Daina Vinciguerra BCBH
Tammy VanEvera Stone Harbour -
Matthew Stahoviak BCBH
Jeremy Flint The Children’s Institute
Amber Lytes CCBC Keys Program
Carrie Miller PA Cyber
Matt Koren BCBH Contractor
Melissa Grimes HACB
Eric Caplinger TCBC Shelter Coordinator
Vicki Zanotti Allies for Health & Wellbeing
Adam Loverich BCRC
Mike Little HACB
Rich Pirozzi Pittsburgh VA Medical
Annie Dayich VA Suicide Prevention
Julia Evans Care Navigator
Sylvia Jenkins JTBC at CareerLink
Dianne Gregor The Prevention Network
Chris Anderson TCBC Shelter

Zabriawn Smith

Housing Opportunities

Alexa Mapstone

Columbia Gas




